348. Yellow Toad Flax, Una no vulgaris Mill. (X i); pei
nial with a creeping root-stock; stems erect, rounded, shini
green, without hairs; leaves alternate, linear or line

lanceolate, entire, 1-nen
or obscurely 3-nerved fin
the base, bright green, I
rather    glaucous    belc
often with a short lei
shoot  in   the   axil;
stipules; flowers (A, x 1
crowded into a leafy racei
with  a  bunch of you1,
leaves at the top; stal
up to ;\ in, long; sepals
very shortly united at tl
base, almost equal, oblor
or lanceolate, often slight
tinged with dull crimsor
corolla 2-lipped, pale ye
low, but the bulging portio
of  the  lower lip   brigi
orange and densely hair
inside; tube prolonged int
a sharp-pointed spur <HJ- ir,
long;   stamens (B, x 14
4,  in unequal pairs  an<
hidden  below  the  uppe;
lip; anthers 2-locular, th<
lobes    divergent;    ovar>
above the calyx (superior),
2-locular,  containing  nu-
merous ovules on large placentas (C, X 3); fruit (D, X I-J) a
broadly ellipsoid capsule divided into 5 short lobes;   seeds
(E, X 5) orbicular, compressed, finely warted in the middle
(family Scrophulariaceae).

Nectar is secreted at the base of the ovary, and it glides
in a narrow grove down to the tip of the long spur, which it
fills for a short space. Only long-tongued bees can suck the
nectar and effect cross-pollination. They press down the lower
lip, which is tightly closed, and creep into the flower, their backs,
becoming dusted with pollen, which they transfer to the stigma of
mother flower.
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